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CHAIR, PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
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TO THE 

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON  
CONSUMER PROTECTION AND COMMERCE 

 
February 12, 2019 

2:00 p.m. 
 
Chair Takumi and Members of the Committee: 
 
MEASURE: H.B. No. 550 HD1 
TITLE: RELATING TO RENEWABLE ENERGY. 
 
DESCRIPTION: Requires the Public Utilities Commission to study the feasibility of 
implementing renewable portfolio standards to encourage the use of renewable energy 
by gas utility companies.  Amends the renewable portfolio standard interim goals for 2030 
and 2040 to accelerate the adoption of renewable energy.  Appropriates funds.  (HB550 
HD1) 
 
POSITION: 
 
The Public Utilities Commission offers the following comments for consideration. 
 
COMMENTS: 
 
With respect to the electricity renewable portfolio standard (“RPS”), the Public Utilities 
Commission (“Commission”) recently completed a report to the Legislature on the 
Renewable Portfolio Standard, which was submitted on December 27, 2018, and is 
available on the Commission’s website (https://puc.hawaii.gov/reports/legislature/). 
 
Overall, the State of Hawaii is on track to achieve the near-term RPS goals. However, 
there is greater uncertainty regarding longer-term goals, particularly regarding integration 
of future renewable energy projects and when and where such projects can be 
constructed and brought online. That said, should the Legislature increase interim RPS 
targets, the Commission will continue to work closely with the State’s electric utilities and 
other stakeholders in order to implement the RPS policy. 
 



H.B. No. 550 HD1 
Page 2 
 
 
With respect to the proposed gas utility renewable portfolio standard, the Commission is 
supportive of renewable gas, and has approved Hawaii Gas’ proposed Honouliuli 
Wastewater Treatment Plant (“HWTP”) biogas project with the City and County of 
Honolulu (see Docket No. 2016-0340). The Commission has also approved rate relief for 
the costs of processing HWTP biogas (see Docket No. 2017-0105). 
 
The Commission supports Section 2 of the bill, which would require a renewable gas 
portfolio standards study, provided that the accompanying appropriation will cover the 
cost of the study. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 
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Testimony of the Department of Commerce and Consumer Affairs 
 

Before the  
House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce 

Tuesday, February 12, 2019 
2:00 p.m. 

State Capitol, Conference Room 329 
 

On the following measure: 
H.B. 550, H.D. 1, RELATING TO RENEWABLE ENERGY 

 
Chair Takumi and Members of the Committee: 

 My name is Dean Nishina, and I am the Executive Director of the Department of 

Commerce and Consumer Affairs’ (Department) Division of Consumer Advocacy 

(Division).  The Department appreciates the intent of and offers comments on this bill.  

 The purpose of this bill is to require the Public Utilities Commission (Commission) 

to study the feasibility of implementing renewable portfolio standards to encourage the 

use of renewable energy by gas utility companies and to amend the renewable portfolio 

standard goals for 2030 and 2040 to accelerate the adoption of renewable energy by 

electric utility companies.  

 The Division continues to support the State’s goal of 100% renewable energy on 

its electric grids by 2045, and so the Division supports the intent of this bill but notes 

that H.D. 1 has eliminated certain aspects of H.B. 550, including language that would 

change the Renewable Portfolio Standards (RPS) calculation in Hawaii Revised 

Statutes (HRS) section 269-91 from “sales” to “generation.”  The originally proposed 
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modification would have eliminated the existing “loophole” that could allow the State to 

achieve a 100% RPS but still have a significant contribution from fossil-fueled 

generation sources, as well as possibly allow more than 100% of generation from 

renewable energy.  Thus, the Division respectfully suggests that the Committee 

consider restoring language from H.B. 550 that would eliminate the loophole. 

The Division appreciates H.D. 1’s measured approach to investigate the 

feasibility of creating an RPS for gas utilities, as well as the existing regulatory structure.  

The proposed study, as well as the provision for funding for the Commission to conduct 

the study, would analyze, among other things, the capability of gas utility companies to 

achieve any RPS in a cost-effective manner, as well as the potential impact on reliable 

service and the impact on consumers.  The Consumer Advocate also appreciates the 

requirement that the study analyze unregulated gas sales and the requirements needed 

to transition those unregulated operations to a renewable energy source.  This 

requirement is important to ensure that an RPS for regulated gas sales does not 

encourage a business model for a regulated gas utility to shift more gas sales to the 

unregulated market, as well as address market concerns that unregulated gas providers 

might seek to take advantage of an RPS for only regulated gas sales.  

 Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this bill. 
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We SUPPORT HB 551 HD1 and we urge this committee to pass this measure.   
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify.  





HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2019 1:45:56 PM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/12/2019 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Melodie Aduja 

O`ahu County 
Committee on 

Legislative Priorities of 
the Democratic Party of 

Hawai`i 

Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
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Written Statement of Elemental Excelerator 

before the House Committee on Energy and Environmental Protection 
Committee Meeting Room 

Tuesday, February 12, 2019 
 

In consideration of HB 550 HD1 
RELATING TO RENEWABLE ENERGY 

 
Aloha Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ichiyama, and Members of the House Committee on 
Consumer Protection and Commerce: 
 
Elemental Excelerator respectfully submits our support with comments on HB 550 HD1, 
which: 

1.! Amends the renewable portfolio standard interim goals for 2030 and 2040 to accelerate 
the adoption of renewable energy. 

2.! Appropriates funds.  
 
Elemental Excelerator is a Honolulu-based growth accelerator program founded and operating 
in Hawai‘i. We have awarded over $30 million to 82 companies resulting in 56 demonstration 
projects in Hawai‘i & Asia Pacific. Each year, we evaluate over 500 companies and look for 
innovative entrepreneurs from around the world to come to Hawai‘i and find transformative 
solutions to help us achieve our 100% clean energy goals and solve our most pressing 
environmental problems. We select 15-20 companies annually that best fit our mission and 
fund each company up to $1 million. 
 
In April 2018,  Elemental Excelerator commissioned a study entitled Transcending Oil: Hawai'i's 
Path to a Clean Energy Economy. The study found that in Hawai'i, transitioning to renewable 
energy is cheaper than sticking with oil. The faster we go, the cheaper it will be. Our clean 
energy goals and accelerated targets necessitate leadership across state and local 
government, private institutions, and community organizations, and requires early and frequent 
community engagement.   
 
We support HB 550 HD1 because of the following: 

1.! It is more cost-effective: Transcending Oil found that renewables are more cost 
effective and the most cost-effective path will lead us to up to 84% renewable energy 
by 2030 and up to 95% by 2040.1 Updating interim targets for the RPS from 40% to 
65% by 2030 and from 70% to 85% by 2040 tails the projected cost effective path and 
lies conservatively within Hawaiian Electric Companies' Power Supply Improvement 
Plan, which states that "under multiple longer-term scenarios, our RPS can be at least 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
"!Larsen, J., Mohan, S., Herndon, W., Marsters, P., & Pitt, H. (2018, May 01). Transcending Oil: Hawaii's Path to a Clean Energy 
Economy, p.22, Retrieved from https://rhg.com/research/transcending-oil-hawaiis-path-to-a-clean-energy-economy/!
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72 percent by 2030 and reach at least 100 percent by 2040, ahead of the 2045 
deadline.”2 

2.! It will enhance our economy: Compared to meeting the current RPS of 40% 
renewable energy by 2030, Transcending Oil found that advancing targets to 84% by 
2030 create up to 3,500 additional jobs per year that pay $3-7 more per hour than 
Hawai!i’s $20 median wage and drive nearly $2.8 billion in additional investment by 
accelerating its clean energy transformation.3 

 
Mahalo for the opportunity to provide testimony on this legislation. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Aki Marceau 
Managing Director, Policy & Community - Hawai'i 
 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
#!Hawaiian Electric Companies’ 2016 Power Supply Improvement Plan (PSIP). (2016, December). Retrieved from 
https://www.hawaiianelectric.com/documents/clean_energy_hawaii/grid_modernization/psip_executive_summary_20161223.pdf!
$!Transcending Oil, p.3. !
!
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HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/9/2019 4:01:44 PM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/12/2019 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Laura Gray Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

This bill has been weakened and needs to be restored to the origional intent of 
transitioning off gas (or LNG fracked) dirty, climate chaos causing fossil fuel and onto 
renewable, green fuel that will not destroy our planet. We will not tollerate a company 
that has no thought for our wellbeing here in Hawaii where we are educated and believe 
in science!! Mahalo, Laura Gray R.N. 

 





 





HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/9/2019 7:57:02 PM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/12/2019 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Cory Harden Individual Comments No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha legislators, 

Please restore the original intent of HB550 and establish a Renewable Porfolio 
Standard for the gas utility. We must transition away from dirty fossil fuels, especially 
climate destroying liquefied natural gas, without delay. 

mahalo, 

Cory Harden, Hilo 

  

 





HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/9/2019 8:36:36 PM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/12/2019 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jeremy Garrett Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support this legislation, but ask that its language be restored to the original measure 
that established renewable portolio standards for the gas utility.  The crisis of climate 
change is such that demands clear language and action to transition the state away 
from fossil fuels as soon as possible (by 2030 according to the UN IPCC). 

Thank you. 

 





HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/10/2019 11:46:59 AM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/12/2019 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Stacy K. Tang Individual Comments No 
 
 
Comments:  

To The Responsible Committee: 

Please restore the original intent of HB550 and establish a RPS for the gas utility.  We 
Must transition away from dirty fossil fuels, especially climate destroying LNG, without 
delay.  Honestly, if Hawaii Gas was a good neighbor company, they would have done 
their own feasibility study long ago.  We are way past just aiming for sustainability 
now.  Our goal should be regeneration.  

The UN IPCC report says we have 10 years to drastically reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions to avoid Climate Hell.  The actions we take NOW, will determine the life we 
leave behind for our children and grandchildren.  They are the ones that will look back 
to this moment in time.  They will look at lawmakers of this generation and ask why 
nothing was done.  They will be the ones to suffer on a dessertified planet, trying to 
keep their children cool and fed. 

I ask that in addition to reinstating the language to establish a RPS for the gas utility, 
HB550 should be further amended to accelerate the targets for the utilities to achieve 
100% renewable energy by 2030, or sooner.  2045 is WAY TOO LATE. 

Please pass HB550 with these critical fixes.  Hawaii Gas does not deserve the right to 
pollute and steal our children's future.  

 





HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/10/2019 2:55:15 PM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/12/2019 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Joan Gannon Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

To: CPC Committee 

From: Joan Gannon, voter, resident west Hawaii 

Re: HB550, please restore the original intent: to establish a RPS for the gas utility. We 
must transition away from dirty fossil fuels, especially climate destroying LNG, without 
delay. The UN IPCC report says we have 10 years to drastically reduce green house 
gas emissions to avoid climate hell. Therefore, in addition to reinstating the language to 
establish a RPS for the gas utility, HB 550 should further be amended to accelerate the 
targets for the utilities to achieve 100% renewable energy by 2030.  

Please pass HB550 with these critical fixes. Thank you. Please do your best 

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/10/2019 5:12:17 PM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/12/2019 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Steve Chang Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Natural gas and propane are clean, affordable, low-emission fuels compared to other 
fossil fuels such as diesel, coal and gasoline. 

Although environmentally beneficial, imposing a RPS for gas utilities could significantly 
increase the cost of this energy source to the alreaay high price of living in paradise. 

Mahalo 

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/10/2019 5:13:17 PM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/12/2019 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jared Pasalo Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/10/2019 5:16:31 PM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/12/2019 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jason Lau Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/10/2019 5:18:43 PM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/12/2019 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Fancy Lau Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/10/2019 5:21:08 PM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/12/2019 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Antonio Prietto Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/10/2019 5:32:15 PM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/12/2019 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Leila Prevo Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/10/2019 5:58:07 PM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/12/2019 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

John K. Kamei Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I oppose RPS for gas utilities.  Gas is a low-carbon, resilient and cost effective energy 
source. 

I believe we need diverse ernergy sources to ensure economic sustainability for hawaii's 
future. 

Thankyou 

 





HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/10/2019 6:20:44 PM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/12/2019 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

L.M. Holmes Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/10/2019 6:32:32 PM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/12/2019 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Richard J. Silva Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/10/2019 8:19:19 PM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/12/2019 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

DARREN CHANG Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/10/2019 9:10:49 PM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/12/2019 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Caroline Kunitake Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

Please restore the original intent of HB550 and establish a Renewable Portfolio 
Standard for the gas utility. 

Please pass HB550 with these critical fixes. 

  

Mahalo, 

Caroline Kunitake 

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/10/2019 10:07:24 PM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/12/2019 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Zachary Tokushima Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2019 1:20:36 AM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/12/2019 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

David Criste Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2019 6:08:42 AM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/12/2019 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Michael Tsutsumi Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2019 6:36:00 AM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/12/2019 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Chris Johnson Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Oppose RPS for gas utilities 

Gas is a low-carbon, resilient and cost effective energy source 

We need diverse energy sources to ensure economic sustainability for Hawaii's future 

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2019 6:42:18 AM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/12/2019 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kevin Nishimura  Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2019 7:15:59 AM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/12/2019 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Linda Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2019 7:19:07 AM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/12/2019 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Lawrence  Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I oppose RPS for gas utilities. The State of Hawaii  needs to make sure it is done cost-
effectively and well thought out. Having a RPS could significantly increase our cost of 
gas to the end user both residential and commercial use.  

Gas is low-carbon, resilient, reliable, and a cost effective energy source for our 
state.  Hawaii needs diverse energy sources to ensure economic sustainability for 
Hawaii's future.  

  

  

 





HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2019 8:16:53 AM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/12/2019 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Mustafa Demirbag Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2019 8:47:12 AM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/12/2019 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

John M. Matsunaga Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  





HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2019 9:21:08 AM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/12/2019 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kealii Lacson Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I oppose this because gas is a cost-effective, resilient and low-carbon energy source. I 
oppose this in order to maintain the diversity of energy sources in Hawaii. RPS should 
be RP- Less. 

 



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2019 9:31:05 AM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/12/2019 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Mel Andrade Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2019 9:49:32 AM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/12/2019 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jenny Yahiro Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  





HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2019 10:18:05 AM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/12/2019 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jessica Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  



HB-550-HD-1 
Submitted on: 2/11/2019 10:56:29 AM 
Testimony for CPC on 2/12/2019 2:00:00 PM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Remigio Dela Cruz Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I oppose RPS for gas utilities.  The generation of energy options for the electrical 
utilities are much different than the options for the gas utilities.  The two utilities cannot 
be held to the same standard when the technology and economics do not exist for the 
gas utility. 

 







 
Testimony Presented Before the 

House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce 
Tuesday, February 12, 2019 at 2:00 p.m. 

By 
Richard Rocheleau, Director 

Hawai‘i Natural Energy Institute 
And 

Michael Bruno, PhD 
Vice Chancellor for Research 
University of Hawai‘i �D�W���0�—�Q�R�D�� 

 
HB 550 HD1 – RELATING TO REWEWABLE ENERGY 
 
Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ichiyama and members of the committee: 

The Hawai‘i Natural Energy Institute (HNEI) supports the intent of this bill and provides 
the following comments. 

 
Section 2 of this bill would require the Public Utilities Commission to contract with HNEI 
to conduct studies to determine the feasibility and capability of Hawai‘i’s gas utility 
companies to achieve renewable portfolio standards in a cost-effective manner.  HNEI 
has conducted similar RPS studies in the past and supports conducting a study to 
assess the feasibility of adding RPS requirements for Hawai‘i’s gas utilities, but 
suggests limiting the scope of the study to the issues directly relevant to achieving an 
RPS. 

 
HNEI suggests that relevant analysis to inform the Legislature on how robustly Hawai‘i's 
gas utility companies are able to achieve an RPS in a cost-effective manner might 
address: utility system reliability and stability; costs and availability of appropriate 
renewable energy resources and technologies with impacts on how an RPS might 
impact energy prices offered by renewable energy developers; permitting approvals; 
cost of fossil fuel volatility; and technical feasibility of establishing renewable portfolio 
standards for gas utility companies in Hawai‘i.  Other issues could be addressed 
pending information and resources to do so.  

 
HNEI also agrees that the electric utility RPS definition should be changed to include all 
grid connected generation, not just sales, in the calculation to accurately reflect the 
relative amount of renewable energy to total electricity generation.  We believe this 
change is necessary to eliminate confusion in regard to progress against the RPS goals 
and to maintain public confidence in the RPS.    

 
Section 3 of the bill increases the electric utility renewable portfolio standard interim 
goals for 2030 and 2040 to 65% and 85%, respectively.  The previous version of the bill 
also specifically amended the definition of “renewable portfolio standard”, in HRS 
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section 269-91, to mean the percentage of renewable electrical energy generated 
compared to the total electrical energy generated.  We recommend that this definition 
be added back to eliminate any potential confusion whether the RPS percentage 
requirements are based on sales, generation or some other undefined metric”.   

 
HNEI supports accelerating Hawai‘i’s RPS targets to levels that are technically and 
economically feasible.  However, HNEI notes that basing the percentage targets on all 
grid connected generation rather than sales, thus more accurately accounting for the 
contribution of distributed PV, would increase the amount of renewable generation 
necessary to meet the current 2030 target by approximately 10% over the current 
statutory RPS language.  On O‘ahu for example, this definition would require more than 
a doubling of grid connected PV, relative to 2018, to meet the 2030 goals.  Issues of 
land availability and use, reliability, and technical siting issues (e.g. transmission 
constraints) may be challenges at these levels.  In light of these facts, we suggest that it 
may be prudent to further study the impacts of accelerating the targets before doing so.   

 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on HB 550 HD1. 
 



   
 
 

1100 Alakea Street, Suite 408 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
(808) 521-4717 
www.lurf.org   

 
February 11, 2019 

 
 
Representative Roy M. Takumi, Chair 
Representative Linda Ichiyama , Vice Chair 
House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce 

 
 
Support of HB 550 , HD1,  Relating to Renewable Energy  (Requires the Public 
Utilities Commission to study the feasibility of implementing renewable 
portfolio standards to encourage the use of renewable energy by gas utility 
companies.   Amends the renewable portfolio standard interim goals for 2030 
and 2040 to accelerate the adoption of renewable energy.   Appropria tes funds.)  
 
Tues day , February 12 , 201 9, 2:00 p.m., in Conference Room  32 9 
 
 
The Land Use Research Foundation of Hawaii (LURF) is a private, non-profit research and 
trade association whose members include major Hawaii landowners, developers and utility 
companies�������/�8�5�)�¶�V���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���L�V���W�R���D�G�Y�R�F�D�W�H���I�R�U���U�H�D�V�R�Q�D�E�O�H�����U�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���D�Q�G���H�T�X�L�W�D�E�O�H���O�D�Q�G���X�V�H��
planning, legislation and regulations that encourage well -planned economic growth and 
�G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�����Z�K�L�O�H���V�D�I�H�J�X�D�U�G�L�Q�J���+�D�Z�D�L�L�¶�V���V�L�J�Q�L�I�L�F�D�Q�W���Q�Dtural and cultural resources, and 
public health and safety. 
 
HB 550 , HD1 .  The purpose of this bill is to: (1) Require the public utilities commission to 
study the feasibility of implementing renewable portfolio standards to encourage the use of 
renewable energy by gas utility companies; and (2) Amend the renewable portfolio standard 
interim goals for 2030 and 2040 to accelerate the adoption of renewable energy. 
 
This measure would require the Public Utilities Commission (PUC) to study the feasibility of 
implementing renewable portfolio standards to encourage the use of renewable energy by gas 
utility companies ; amend the renewable portfolio standard interim goals for 2030 and 2040 
to accelerate the adoption of renewable energy; and appropria tes funds for the PUC study. 
 
LURF supports  HB  550 , HD1 , and respectfully urges your favorable consideration.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments in support of  this matter.  
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733 Bishop Street, Suite 1200  �x  Honolulu, Hawaii 96813  �x  Phone: (808) 545-4300  �x  Facsimile: (808) 545-4369 

Testimony to the House Committee on Consumer Protection and Commerce 
Tuesday, February 12, 2019 at 2:00 P.M. 

Conference Room 329, State Capitol 
 
 

RE: HB 550 HD 1 RELATING TO RENEWABLE ENERGY 
 
 
Chair Takumi, Vice Chair Ichiyama, and Members of the Committee: 
 
 The Chamber of Commerce Hawaii ("The Chamber") opposes HB 550 HD1, which 
���u���v���•���š�Z���������(�]�v�]�š�]�}�v���}�(���^�Œ���v���Á�����o�����‰�}�Œ�š�(�}�o�]�}���•�š���v�����Œ���_���š�}���u�}�Œ�����������µ�Œ���š���o�Ç���Œ���(�o�����š���š�Z����
percentage of renewable energy use in the State. This bill also establishes renewable portfolio 
standards and targets for gas utility companies that are like those set for electric utility 
companies. 
 
 �d�Z�������Z���u�����Œ���]�•���,���Á���]�]�[�•���o�������]�v�P���•�š���š���Á�]���������µ�•�]�v���•�•�������À�}�������Ç���}�Œ�P���v�]�Ì���š�]�}�v�U��
representing about 2,000+ businesses. Approximately 80% of our members are small 
���µ�•�]�v���•�•���•���Á�]�š�Z���o���•�•���š�Z���v���î�ì�����u�‰�o�}�Ç�����•�X�����•���š�Z�����^�s�}�]�������}�(�����µ�•�]�v���•�•�_���]�v���,���Á��ii, the organization 
�Á�}�Œ�l�•���}�v�������Z���o�(���}�(���u���u�����Œ�•�����v�����š�Z�������v�š�]�Œ�������µ�•�]�v���•�•�����}�u�u�µ�v�]�š�Ç���š�}���]�u�‰�Œ�}�À�����š�Z�����•�š���š���[�•��
economic climate and to foster positive action on issues of common concern. 
 
 The Chamber appreciates the benefits of a more sustainable future; however, we see 
the potential for unintended consequences with the language contained in this legislation.  The 
bill introduces a strict regulation of private industry in order to comply with another 
burdensome government mandate to the existing renewable standard portfolio timeline.  
Additionally, the Chamber believes that the renewable gas portfolio standards study required in 
this bill should be completed before implementing the new renewable portfolio standards 
proposed in the bill. 
 
 Thank you for the opportunity to testify. 
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Comments:  

. We have a law mandating 100% renewable energy by 2045 to stop the flow of money 
out of our State to pay for fossil fuels, create jobs, clean the air and slow climate 
change.  Right now solar rooftops are double-counted and the calculations are 
wrong.  Also, gas has no requirements on it at all which is unfair and distorts economic 
decisions.  Finally, given how much cheaper large solar farms have become than 
imported oil, our State will save money and reap more benefits if the benchmarks are 
updated to speed the transition. 

The process takes time and needs to start now.  Thank you for making this a priority. 
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�I�L�U�V�W���U�H�Q�H�Z�D�E�O�H���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O���J�D�V���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�\���L�Q���W�K�H���L�V�O�D�Q�G�V�����F�D�S�W�X�U�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���S�U�R�F�H�V�V�L�Q�J���E�L�R�J�D�V���F�U�H�D�W�H�G���G�X�U�L�Q�J��
�W�K�H���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���R�I���W�U�H�D�W�L�Q�J���Z�D�V�W�H�Z�D�W�H�U���D�W���W�K�H���+�R�Q�R�X�O�L�X�O�L���:�D�V�W�H�Z�D�W�H�U���7�U�H�D�W�P�H�Q�W���3�O�D�Q�W���R�Q���2�D�K�X�������7�K�H��
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It is clear, however, that renewable standards are required to ensure that Hawaii Gas 
continue to increase the amount of renewable gas in their system. ���'�H�V�S�L�W�H���S�U�R�P�L�V�H�V���R�Y�H�U��
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�D�Q�Q�X�D�O���U�H�S�R�U�W�V�������F�R�P�S�D�U�H�V���W�K�H���U�H�Q�H�Z�D�E�O�H���S�U�R�J�U�H�V�V���P�D�G�H���E�\���W�K�H���H�O�H�F�W�U�L�F���X�W�L�O�L�W�\���Y�H�U�V�X�V���W�K�H���J�D�V��
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